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Education not part of small curtailment order 
Gov. John Baldacci today issued a curtailment order for just under $9 million that does not affect General Purpose Aid to K-12 schools or higher education.

The unusually small curtailment -- $8.8 million – was done because language in the supplemental budget passed earlier this year essentially required it if the state did not receive all the federal Medicaid money it was anticipating.

The curtailment includes 38 cuts in various departments across state government, but does not touch education.

The curtailment essentially adds up to what the state is still short after it received much of the promised Medicaid money from the federal government this summer.
While the state had booked $85 million in Medicaid money, only $76 million came in. 
Baldacci said he also decided to issue the curtailment order to emphasize that Maine is still in difficult economic times.

“While Maine’s economy is beginning to recover from the worst recession since the Great Depression, we know that there are many tough choices ahead. The most responsible approach is to constrain spending now,” he said.

Please forward this email to your school board members.
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