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State funding estimates by district released for 2012-2013

The Department of Education has released estimates of General Purpose Aid by school administrative unit for 2012-2013, with a disclaimer that the numbers could change given the uncertainty in the state’s economy.
The spreadsheet sent out to superintendents Friday – and attached to this bulletin – shows the distribution of nearly $914 million in state aid, up $19 million from the current year. 
Despite that increase, aid to schools will be at a six-year low next year when you take out the federal stimulus money and jobs funds that have buoyed funding levels since 2009. The $914 million represents a state share of 45 percent of the cost of K-12 education as defined by Essential Programs and Services (EPS).

In a cover memo distributed along with the spreadsheet, the DOE urged superintendents to “use these estimates with great caution.”

“We cannot know what the state revenue climate will be or what amount the Governor or Legislature will choose to allocate to General Purpose Aid to Local Schools,” the memo says.
While the $914 million for next year was listed in the biennial budget passed this year, GPA for 2012-2013 won’t be official until it is voted on by the Legislature in the supplemental budget in early 2012. 
The spreadsheet is to be used as planning guide, the DOE said, and reflects changes in the funding formula enacted by the Legislature earlier this year that go into effect in 2012-2013.
Those changes include: 

· Reducing by 10 percent the per-pupil staff ratios that determine funding under EPS for districts with fewer than 1,200 students. This provision does not affect teacher staff ratios, just other school staff.

· Removing the Labor Market Adjustment on benefit costs for all school administrative units.

· Giving an economically disadvantaged allocation to those minimum subsidy receivers that have a higher than state average percentage of students receiving free and reduced lunch.
· Removing penalties on districts that don’t conform with the school consolidation law.
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