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Superintendents told to prepare for significant cuts
Education Commissioner Susan Gendron warned superintendents Friday they could be looking at a cut in state funding for education in the current school year that is as bad or worse than the $27 million curtailment ordered by the governor last year because state tax revenues continue to slide.

The biennial budget already has a $30 million hole that was built into it as a placeholder, and anticipated tax revenue is down another $36 million so far this fiscal year due to the fallout from the recession. That brings the current state shortfall to $66 million. 
“We may have to anticipate that gap will grow by another $30 or $40 million to $100 million,” the commissioner told the audience of superintendents gathered in Augusta for a conference on the budget crisis. That shortfall will affect school funding, the commissioner said, because K-12 programs, in combination with higher education, make up about 40 percent of the state-funded share of the budget.
Superintendents told Commissioner Gendron they want to know as soon as possible what will have to be cut in the current year so they have more time to accrue savings. The fiscal year started on July 1.

There have been suggestions that some of the $59 million in federal stimulus money earmarked for next fiscal year be used to fill holes this year – a move the commissioner cautioned against.

There already is a $54 million drop in combined state and federal aid for schools in 2010-2011 as compared with this fiscal year, and pulling the federal stimulus money forward would make that cliff even more dramatic, the commissioner warned.
The group of superintendents, representing all regions of the state, made suggestions on what the state could do to help school districts deal with budget cuts and save more money in the long run. 

Included on their list of ideas were:

· Adopt a statewide teacher contract 

· Look at a statewide bid for health insurance
· Change the 90-day reduction-in-force notice for teachers to 30 days

· Loosen federal restrictions on the use of Title 1 and special education funding

· Take a regional approach to pre-kindergarten education

· Remove some restrictions on early retirement

· Adopt a two-year school budget versus the current annual one so districts have discretion over two years worth of funding

· State mandated furlough days for schools

· Simplify the process for closing schools

· Impose a statewide freeze on all salaries, including superintendents

· Look again at cutting back school sports budgets, particularly in transportation

· Streamline the teacher certification process
· Align Maine’s special education standards with federal standards
· Look at other measures of wealth in addition to property values when distributing GPA

· Reject a proposal to require cities and towns to pick up a portion of teacher retirement costs

· Regionalize the teaching of upper-end and Advance Placement classes
The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to discuss the ideas that came out of the superintendents’ conference when it meets on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at the Statehouse. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. and education is the fifth item on the agenda.

To listen go to: http://www.maine.gov/legis/ofpr/appropriations_committee/audio/index.htm
Please forward this email to your school board members. 
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