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Committee splits on consolidation repeal 
The Education Committee voted 8-to-5 against recommending legislation that would repeal the state’s school consolidation law – a split vote that means the bill will be debated on the legislative floor.
If it is not passed by the full Legislature, the proposal, initiated by a citizen’s petition, will go to the voters in November. The bill has not yet been scheduled for a full legislative review.
The proposal to repeal the consolidation law, which was passed in 2007, was part of a package of  bills dealing with changes to the law heard by the Education Committee at a marathon  public hearing on April 1. Most of those bills were killed by the committee, although aspects of each could be included in an omnibus bill considered next year. The five that remained were dealt with at a work session on May 4.

In addition to voting 8-to-5 against the consolidation repeal, the committee also:

· Voted in favor of LD #467 “An Act To Exempt School Administrative District 12, School Union 37 and School Union 60 from the Laws Requiring School Administration Consolidation”
· Voted in favor of LD #635 “An Act to Provide Additional Time to Certain School Administrative Units to Comply with School Administrative Unit Reorganization Laws”

· Divided 8-to-5 against recommending LD #285, “An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Consolidation of School Administrative Units to Delay All Penalties for 2 Years”

· Voted in favor of carrying over LD #570 (a concept draft) “An Act to Improve the Laws Governing the Consolidation of School Administrative Units”

The Education Committee has asked the Appropriations Committee to include LD #635 in the state’s biennial budget so it could get the two-thirds vote it needs to pass. That bill would eliminate penalties for 17 districts that voted in favor of consolidation, but their potential partners did not.

A two-thirds vote is required by law on any bill that would act as a competing measure to full repeal of school consolidation.
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