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Changes to consolidation penalties, withdrawal period signed into law
Gov. Paul LePage has signed into law two bills that affect school consolidation – one that deals with penalties and the other with the withdrawal process from an existing regional school unit.
L.D. 385, An Act to Amend the School Administrative Unit Consolidation Laws, eliminates penalties for non-conforming units, starting July 1, 2012. In the fiscal year starting July 1, 2011, $2.3 million in penalties will be levied on non-conforming units.
L.D. 139, An Act to Reduce the Time Period After Which a Member Municipality May Petition to Withdraw from a Regional School Unit, changes the time period on how long members of a regional school unit have to be together before a municipality can begin the process to withdraw. That period will go from three years to 30 months from the operational date of the regional district. This law goes into effect January 1, 2012.
To view the new laws go to: www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/search.asp and put in the bill number. When the bill appears click on the “bill text and other docs” button on the left. The link to the public law is at the bottom of the list.
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