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State now has more than 200 school districts
Education Commissioner Susan Gendron told the Education Committee Monday that based on the latest round of voting the state would have around 200 school districts come July 1, rather than the 80 called for in the consolidation law.
The commissioner told the committee about the latest numbers as part of an overview on school consolidation. 

She also handed out a report saying those districts that have not consolidated, as required by law, could face up to $7 million in penalties. 

Commissioner Gendron has talked about forgiving penalties for the 17 existing districts that voted for consolidation, but their partners did not – a move that would require legislation. Their penalties add up to $1.5 million out of the $7 million total. 
The number of districts still left in the state after the Jan. 30 deadline for all votes to be held total 218, not including a proposal to merge Wells-Ogunquit CSD and Acton that will be on local ballots in March.

Based on the department’s numbers those districts include:

· 39 Alternative Plans that did not have to consolidate with anyone

·  21 RSUs and 3 AOSs formed by voters

· 139 units that were in consolidation plans turned down by the voters

· 5 units that never turned in a plan.

· 8 islands and 3 Indian schools exempt from the law
The Alternative Plans now include Kittery, which the commissioner ruled this week could stand alone as a “doughnut hole” because it could find no partners.

Please forward this email to your school board members. 
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