Charter schools opposed

The Maine School Boards Association and Maine School Superintendents Association testified on May 5 in opposition to a bill that would permit charter schools in Maine.

MSBA President Erica Kimball and Superintendent Patricia Hopkins, of the Five Town CSD and MSAD 28, told the Education Committee that charter schools would take away already limited funding for existing schools in the state.

“We believe it  makes no sense that within days of finding out state aid for education will drop to 45 percent of actual costs in 2011, we are here talking about authorizing charter schools that will take away even more money from existing public schools,” Kimball said.
“Charter schools, by their very definition, are specialized schools. They most likely will not be large enough to accommodate all students in a district, yet they siphon off resources from those students still in the regular public system,” she added.

“The state and local funding follows the child, leaving the regular public system with less money,” said Superintendent Hopkins. “That would be a problem at any time, but it is unconscionable that we are considering this now when General Purpose Aid is going to drop from $956 million this year, to $947 million next, and down to $887 million in fiscal year 2011.”

“The predictions are so dire, in fact, that Education Commissioner Susan Gendron told the Appropriations Committee over the weekend that the state’s goal of funding 55 percent of education in unattainable,” she said. “This begs the question of why would we be starting new schools at a time when we don’t have enough money to fund the schools we already have?”
