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Baldacci plan would restore $20 million to GPA

Gov. John Baldacci today announced proposed changes to his supplemental budget that would restore $20 million to General Purpose Aid to education for school year 2010-2011.

If adopted by the full Legislature, that would mean aid to K-12 education for next year would be $931 million statewide compared to $911 million.

To see the new spreadsheet showing the impact of the restored funds on individual districts go to 
http://www.maine.gov/education/data/eps/fy11/index.html on the Department of Education website and click on the subsidy amounts released on March 3 or click on the “revised GPA cuts by district” on the MSMA home page.

The old spreadsheet showing what the cuts would be by district without the $20 million restoration can be seen by going to the DOE page listed above and clicking on the subsidy amount released on Feb. 1, or by clicking on “comparison chart” on the MSMA home page.
The proposed funding restoration only affects school year 2010-2011. This year's funding level will remain at $964 million, down from just over $1 billion promised to districts back at the start of the current school year.

The Governor's change package also restored all the $8 million in cuts proposed for the University and Community College Systems and Maine Maritime for school year 2010-2011.

Overall, the governor's proposed change package restores $78 million in cuts originally proposed to fill a gap in the current state budget. The money to restore those cuts comes from a reforecast of revenue that estimates Maine will collect $51 million more in income tax than expected over the biennium and receive $27 million in unanticipated federal Medicaid money.

In addition to the restoration of cuts to K-12 education and higher education, the  package would:

· restore $37 million in health and human services, including increased support for nursing homes, assisted living facilities, disability services, mental health crisis intervention and home-based services.

· restore $6 million for municipal revenue sharing for FY 2010.

· make a $3.5 million payment for retiree health insurance.

· eliminate an $8.1 million payroll delay for state workers.

Please forward this email to your school board members.
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