Feb. 1, 2012

Education Committee votes on key bills
The Education Committee has completed work on bills carried over from the last session that deal with a number of issues important to K-12 schools.
Those bills now will go to the full Legislature for a vote. They include:

L.D. 1422, An Act to Prepare Maine People for the Future Economy

This amended bill calls for implementation of a standards-based diploma by 2017, with an option for school districts to apply for a waiver on that requirement until 2020, when the waiver option is repealed.  It requires school districts to include in their annual comprehensive plan a plan for transitioning to a standards-based diploma. 
L.D. 1237, An Act to Prohibit Bullying and Cyberbullying in Schools

This amended bill adds a section to education law that prohibits bullying in public schools. It requires the school board, as part of its annual review of policies, to make sure its policy on bullying, which already is required by law, includes certain provisions, ranging from saying who is responsible for implementing the anti-bullying policy to communicating that policy to students, parents and school staff.

(MSMA will provide a new sample policy on bullying to include provisions in this proposed law once it is signed into law.)

L.D. 958, Resolve to Direct the Department of Education to Contract for an Independent Review of the Essential Programs and Services Model

The committee approved this resolve calling for an independent, outside review of EPS and the state’s funding formula to determine if it is fair and equitable. That review will include comparisons between municipalities in this state and between this state and other states. The committee also identified a funding source for the study by redirecting some of the money currently going to the Maine Education Policy Research Institute for its annual reviews of the formula. 

L.D. 1503, An Act to Promote School Attendance and Increase School Achievement

The bill was written to address problems with students who are truant or in danger of dropping out of school as a way to improve high school graduation rates. The committee made changes to the original proposal to eliminate unfunded mandates, and included provisions allowing schools to have the option of developing re-entry plans for students who have been expelled.
L.D. 98 Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Education to Adopt a Policy Regarding the Management of Head Injuries in Youth Sports

This directs the Commissioner of Education to propose a policy for schools on the management of head injuries in school activities, including protocols for removing a student from a game or practice, if the student is suspected of having a head injury, and requiring medical clearance before the student can resume activity.
L.D. 675, An Act to Establish Multidistrict Online Classes in Maine

This bill was turned into a resolve that directs the Department of Education to create a working group to study the opportunities in and challenges of creating one online learning program for the state and report by Jan. 4, 2013, to the Education Committee, which can then submit a bill to the 126th Legislature.
The Judiciary Committee also approved:
L.D. 978, An Act to Provide School Enrollment and an Appeal Process in Specific Cases When Students Do Not Reside With Parents
The committee reworked the original bill to expand the basis on which a superintendent can allow a child living with a person other than a parent or legal guardian to attend school in the district where he or she is living. In addition to the conditions currently listed in the law, the superintendent also can consider the safety of the child. The proposal requires the superintendent to send out notice of the enrollment decision within 10 calendar days of receiving the request. The decision can be appealed to the Commissioner of Education, who has 7 calendar days to decide after receiving the appeal. The reworked bill eliminated the designation of “kinship parent,” which was in the original bill.
